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AN OPPORTUNITY IN LONDON.

Last week we referred to the opportunity, presented by
the restricted activities in ringing, of reorganising- the
Exercise in those directions where, in the past, unpro-
ductive rivalries have tended to hold up progress. There
should be no place in ringing for anything that divides
ringers into opposing camps. It may be, perhaps, that
these things are not so marked as they were years ago,
but there still remain cross currents which keep ringers
apart. Personal jealousies will, of course, always be
liable to come to the surface and cause friction, as long
as human nature remains what it is, but there is no
reason in these days why artificial barriers should be re-
tained for the special purpose of creating- divisions.

More than once we have referred to the utterly use-
less rule which continues to keep College Youths and
Cumberland Youths segregated from one another. It is
apparently still thought, in some quarters, that the pro-
hibition which automatically cuts off the membership of a
ringer from one socjety if he joins the other is a con-
tribution to ‘ friendly rivalry ' between the two organi-
sations and to be in the best interests of the art of change
ringing. Nothing could be further from the truth. This
rule, which both societies act upon, is only a survival
of the feuds which once upon a time existed between rival
companies in London; gives disgruntled members an
opportunity of spurning the society of their first choice,
and results in keeping- them officially at arm’s length. It
does nothing- to develop * friendly rivalry,’ or even re-
motely encourage the art of ringing, and it would be a
good thing if the barrier could be swept away. W hat
drawback could there be, for instance, to any good
ringer being a member of both societies at the same
time? He would not be any less enthusiastic, and both
organisations might benefit from the exercise of his skill,
instead of only one as at present.

The only possible ground upon which anyone attempts
to justify the preservation of this rule is that of tradition,
but no tradition is worth preserving if it defeats its own
purpose. The maxim that ‘ what was good for grand-
father is good enough for me ' is a hollow myth in any
event; in this particular instance it was not even good
for grandfather. It led to a state of affairs in ringing in
London which was no credit to the art and the perpetua-
tion of the fallacy that such a rule promotes friendly
rivalry and the art of ringing is as out of place to-day
as it is untrue.

Nowhere else in the country do ringing societies of re-
pute prohibit their members from joining other associa-

tions on pain of expulsion, and in London itself members
(Continued on page 14.)
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of the College Youths and Cumberlands are free to join
other organisations which have sprung up in their midst.
In this the two old societies show their inconsistency, for
while they have persisted in the obstacle to their own
intermingling, they have allowed other and more vigor-
ous organisations to step in and enrol their members
without let or hindrance—and it has been all for the good
of the Exercise. In these troubled times many things
are in the melting pot and it might well be of great
advantage if the hoary tradition, which rivalry, other
than friendly, once forced upon the old societies, were
relegated, if not to the limbo of a forgotten past, at any
rate to the realms of memory. There is a new genera-
tion of ringers rising in London; they will reconstruct
the Exercise there after the war, free from some of the
trammels to which others have clung tenaciously.
Theirs will be the opportunity to raise a new structure
which might well embrace all the conflicting factions that
during the past generation have brought division and
friction. There is an immense field for an expansion of
the art in London; no city offers such great opportunity.
In the present enforced lull in belfry activity, therefore,
thoughtful men will, we hope, find time to plan a fruitful
reconstruction of the Exercise in the Metropolis.

TEN BELL PEAL.

POOLE, DORSET.
THE SALISBURY DIOCESAN GUILD.
On Saturday, January 6, 1940, in Thru Hours and Thirty-Five Minutes,
At the Parish Chdrch or St. James,
A PEAL OF BOB ROYAL, 5040 CHANGES;
Tenor xgj cwt.

Mrs. F. J. Marshallsay Treble W illiam C. Shdte 6
Cyril F. Tdrner ... 2 *A. Edwin Hoare . .7
Harry Smaile . 3 JReginald H. Trde 8
William G.Yodng 4 W illiam E.Cheater .9
Edward T. Griffin 5 Arthdr V. Davis Tenor
Composed by W ittiam W illson. Conducted by Arthdr V. D avis
* First peal on ten bells, t First peal. First peal of Royal as con-

ductor, first attempt. First peal on the ten bells since augmentation
in 1937 by Messrs. Mears and Stainbank (two trebles added). Rung
on the feast of the Epiphany and as a compliment to the Rev. Arthur
W. White, curate at St. James’, who was recently ordained priest.

EIGHT BELL PEALS.

KIRBY-LE-SOKEN, ESSEX.
THE ESSEX ASSOCIATION.
On Saturday, December 30,1939, in Two Hours and Fifty-Seven Minutes,
At the Chdrch of St. Michael,
A PEAL OF KENT TREBLE BOB MAJOR, 5024 CHANGES;
Tenor 8 cwt. 3 qr. 7 Ib. in G.

Alan R. Andrews Treble Edward E. Davey .enns 5
Charles A. Andrews 2 Edward B. Smith 6
Mrs. W. A. Rodse ...ccceeeenne 3 ILeslie W right...... 7

*Miss Violet Frost 4 Urban W. Wildney.. .Tenor

Composed by A, Knights. Conducted by U. W. W ildney.
* First peal in the method, t First peal on eight bells.
GREAT DUNMOW. ESSEX.
THE ESSEX ASSOCIATION.
On Saturday, December 30, 1939, in Three Hours and Fourteen Minutes,
At the Chdrch of St. Mary,
A PEAL OF BOB MAJOR, 5184 CHANGES;
Tenor 21J cwt. in E.

Frank Harrison Treble JGeorgb Sadndbrs .. . 5
eMiss May Millar ... 2 Ronald Sdckling 6
D onald Jennings 3 Joseph C. Jennings.. I 4

George Piper .eeienenns 4 H. W alter Smith Tenor

Composed by G. F. W illiams.
* First peal on eight bells,

Conducted by H. W alter Smith.
t First peal of Bob Major.
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REDENHALL, NORFOLK.
THE NORWICH DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION.
On Sunday, December 31, 1939, in Three Hours and Twenty Minutes,
At thb Chdrch of St. Mary,
A PEAL OF KENT TREBLE BOB MAJOR, 5024 CHANGES;
Tenor 24 cwt. in D.

Frederick C. Gdnton ..Treble Edwahd Etheridoe ....... 5
George W. Howlett L2 Frederick W. Mdnnings ... 6
Ernest W hiting . . 3 R dssell Riches. ..., 7
W iltiam J. Flatt . 4 Charles W. Loome Tenot

Composed by Henry D ains. Conducted by Ernest W hiting.
The conductor has now conducted a peal from every bell in this

tower.
BROADCLYST, DEVON.

THE DEVONSHIRE GUILD.
On Tuesday, January 2, 1940, in Three Hows,
At the Church of St. John-the-Baptist,
A PEAL OF GRANDSIRE TRIPLES, 5040 CHANGES)

Holt's Original. Tenor 21 cwt. in E flat.
Cecil Brbaly ...Treble Harry G. Wilmington ... 5
Ernest Reiter... . e 2 John Salway 6
‘A lbert Colley... . ... 3 Joseph Brealy .7
Charles R. Lilley . Charles R. Sandford ...Tenot

Conducted by4Charles R. Lilley.

* First peal of Grandsire Triples. The first peal rung in the black-
out in the West of England. Best thanks of the band to Mr. A.
Lovering for making the arrangements.

EAST MARKHAM, NOTTS.
THE NORTH NOTTS ASSOCIATION.
On Saturday, January 6, 1940, in Three Hours and Four Minutes,
At the Chdrch of St. JOHN-THE-BAPTIn,
A PEAL OF BOB MAJOR, 5184 CHANGES;
Tenor ioi cwt.

'F rederick Flint .lreble *arthdr E. Chilton.. 5
Miss G race Bdrchnall 2 Artbdr J. Chamberlain... 6
Harold Denman  ......... 3 George E. Foster........ 7
Miss Katherine Bdrchnall 4 Herbert T. Rooke ..cceuuee. Tenot

Composed by A. J. Chamberlain. Conducted by G. E. Foster.

* First peal on eight bells.

SIX AND FIVE BELL PEALS.

BOZEAT, northants.
THE PETERBOROUGH DIOCESAN GUILD.

On Tuesday, December 26, 1939, in Three Hours,
At the Chdrch of St. Mary-the-Virgin,

A PEAL OF DOUBLES, 5040 CHANGES;
Being six extents of April Day and twelve each of Canterbury, Grand-

sire and Plain Bob. Tenor 18£ cwt. in E.
Thomas W. Fleming.. ..Treble i Max Laughton 3
A.James Stdart 2 E dward Smart 4

Donald L. Cockings Tenor
Conducted by D. L. Cockings.
Rung for the festival of Christmas and in honour of St. Stephen.
FELKIRK, YORKS.
THE YORKSHIRE ASSOCIATION.
On Monday, January 1, 1940, in Two Hoursund Forty-Nine Minutes.
At the Chdrch of St. Peter.
A PEAL OF SURPRISE MINOR, 5040 CHANGES;
Being 720 each of London, Wells, Cambridge, York, Durham, Rossen-

dale and Stamford. Tenor 10 cwt.
Sidney Briggs ...Treble Ernest Brookes.. 4
J. Thomas W hite e 2 Arthdr Gill

Harold Chant .. 3 Damel Smith

Conducted by D. Smith.
Rung as a compliment to Leading Aircraft Gunner John Copley,

who received the D.F.M. for bravery in the raid on enemy ships at

Heligoland on December 3rd, 1939.

TOWER CLOCKS

Weight Driven or Electric by the
WORLD'S OLDEST MAKERS

Established Over 300 Years
ILLUSTRATED ART CATALOGUE ON REQUEST
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MILTON REGIS, KENT.
THE KENT COUNTY ASSOCIATION.
On Sunday, January 7, 1940, in Two Hours and Fifty-Five Minutes,
At the Church of the Holt Trinity,
A PEAL OF MINOR, 5040 CHANGES;

Being two different extents each of Cambridge Surprise, Oxford Treble
Bob, Kent Treble Bob and one of Plain Bob.

Tenor 10 cwt. 3 gr. 13 Ib.

Ernest J. Dobbie Treble Walter H. Dobbie - 4
Doris G. Dobbie... 2 Stanley B. Dobbie e 5
Arthdr S. Boar.. 3 George A. Naylor .Tenor

Conducted by George A, Naylor.

HANDBELL PEALS.

BURTON-ON-STATHER, LINCS.
THE LINCOLN DIOCESAN GUILD.

(Northern Branch.)

On Thursday, December 28, 1939, in Two Hours and Twenty-Six Minutes,

At Trentwood,
A PEAL OF GRANDSIRE TRIPLES,
Parker's Twelve-part (7th observation).

6040 CHANGES;
Tenor 145 in C sharp.

Mrs. J. Bray e 1-2 1Jack Bray .. 5-6
*Fred Jeffery i 3-4 |'Philip Barnes........ 7-8
Conducted by Jack Bray.
* First, peal of Triples ‘in hand.
CAMBRIDGE.
THE ELY DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION.
On Thursday, December 28, 1939, in Two Hours and Fifteen Minutes,
At 3, St. Padl's Road,
A PEAL OF BOB MAJOR, 5040 CHANGES;

Alwyn Beale 1-2 Iw ilfrid H. J. Hooton 5-6
Albert E. Adstin 3-4 |John A. ACres  .ccneenn 7-8
Composed by E. M. Atkins, Conducted by W. H. J, Hooion.
BURBAGE, LEICESTERSHIRE.

THE MIDLAND COUNTIES ASSOCIATION.
(Hinckley District.) ™
On Saturday, December 30, 1939, in 1wo Hours and Eight Minutes,

Ar Stkdman, Skftchley Road,

A PEAL OF STEDMAN DOUBLES, 5040 CHANQES;
Tenor size 12.

Alfred Ballard ..o 1-2 i'Frank K. Measures ... 3-4

John H. Bailess .o 5-6
Conducted by A. Ballard.
for the Midland Counties Association. First peal of
Stedman Doubles ‘in hand ' by all and by entirely Hinckley District
members. The conductor has now rung Stedman from Doubles to
Cinques on both handbells'and tower bells.
WOODDITTON, CAMBS.
THE ELY DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION.
On Thursday, January 4, 1940, in Two Hours and Eighteen Minutes',
At Sonny View,
A PEAL OF BOB MAJOR, 5008 CHANGES;
Alwyn Beale 1-2 ISidney Brown
Albert E. Adstin 3-4 |John A. Acres
Composed by Fbedk. Dench. Conducted by Albert E. Austin.
PRESTBURY, CHELTENHAM.
THE HEREFORD DIOCESAN GUILD.
On Saturday, January 6, 1940, in One Hour and Forty Minutes,
At the Priory,
A PEAL OF BOB MINOR, 5040 CHANGES;
Being seven extents with three different callings.
Monica J. Richardson 1-2 |Brenda M. Richardson
D/ rotby T. Richardson 5-6
Conducted by Dorothy T. Richardson.
First peal as conductor. First peal of Minor by all.

* 50th peal

3-6
7-8

3-4

J. B. JOYCE & CO. LTD.

WHITCHURCH, SALOP

We have experts visiting all parts of the British laloo, and sbali be
pleased to carry oat restorations or give reports regarding
any make of Tower Clock
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FELKIRK RINGER’'S AWARD FOR BRAVERY

MR. J. COPLEY RECEIVES THE D.F.M.

Among the peals recorded this week is one rung at Felkirk in honour
of Leading Aircraftsman John Copley, who was awarded the Dis-
tinguished Flying Medal in the New Year's Honours List for the
R.A.F.

The rear gunner in a bomber, he was engaged in the aerial battle
over Heligoland on December 3rd and shot down a Hesserschmitt
lighter. When the bomber got back home the wings were hanging in
strips and the petrol tank was punctured.

Gunner Copley had a very narrow escape and was hit by a bullet
which fortunately stuck in the belt of his parachute and stopped just
touching his flesh.

Until he joined the R.A.F. in 1934 Mr. Copley was a regular-service
ringer at Felkirk, and he rejoined his old band this year to ring the
old year out and the new year in.

THE LATE MR. JOHN H. CHEESMAN.
AN APPRECIATION FROM DARTFORD.

On Saturday afternoon, December 23rd, the bells of Holy Trinity
Church, Dartford, were rung half-muffled in memory of John H.
Cheesman. Remembered by a big circle of ringers as a quiet un-
assuming man and an excellent ringer and conductor, he will be
greatly missed at Dartford, which tower he used to visit regularly
for many years.

He made the three-mile journey from Greenhithe on practice night
and on Sundays and was always ready to come to assist with the
ringing on any special occasions; in fact, he was always ready to
join in anything that went on in connection with Dartford ringing.
The tower has lost a great friend, whose influence on the standard of
striking and encouragement in attempting higher methods will be a
great loss.

His total of 82 is almost certainly the greatest number of peals
rung by one man in Dartford tower.

They include two non-conducted peals, one of Stedman in 1924 and
one of Double Norwich in 1929; peals rung in connection with the
Silver Jubilee in 1935 and the Coronation of King George VI., and a
peal of Stedman conducted by Mr. Cheesman in honour of Dartford
receiving a Charter of Incorporation in September, 1933.

All these performances are recorded in the ringing chamber, and
they will serve to perpetuate the memory of a great ringer and a
real gentleman.

THE LATE J. H. CHEESMAN AND THE FIRST
To the Editor.

Dear Sir,—It was with great regret that | read of the passing of
John H. Cheesman, after his long and painful illness. | also regret
that | was unaware earlier of his death, as ! certainly would have
made an effort to attend his funeral.

I think | am one of the last of those who rang in his early peals
in North Kent, for he was in my fourth peal, one of Bob Major at
Erith on September 12th, 1891, which was conducted by W. J. Sevier.
It was my first peal of Major. Jack was 19 and | was 20. In later
years | rang in peals with him in various methods, including Surprise
peals up to London. | always found him most helpful, modest and
unassuming. | deeply regret his death. He was, as all the ringing
fraternity knows, a splendid ringer and conductor, and. his record of
over a thousand peals with many outstanding performances tells its
own story. But he did not conduct the first John peal, as here is a
copy of what | believe is the first that ever was rung, from the old
peal book of ‘ The Bromley Youths.’ X, EMERY.

October 15th, 1828.

“JOHN ' PEAL.

A
Select Band
Whose Christian Names were John,
Rang at Lewisham
A Complete Peal of Grandsire Tripples, 5,040 changes,
In 3 hours and 12 minutes.

John Read (Deptford) ....... 1 John Jones (Lewisham) 5
John Wilbie (Greenwich) .. 2 John Allen (Bromley) . 6
John Arnold (Deptford) . 3 John Bray (Lewisham) .. 7
John Saunders (Bromley) 4 John Green (Bromley ...Tenor

Conducted by John Allen.

EAST GRINSTEAD AND DISTRICT GUILD.
MEETING AT TUNBRIDGE WELLS.

New Year resolutions prevailed over the miserable weather on
Saturday January 6th, when 32 ringers, representing 15 tpwers,
attended the East Grinstead Guild meeting at St. Peter’s, Tunbridge
Wells., With so many capable ringers present there was some ex-
cellent ringing. One touch of Plain Bob made a false start, and
Superlative required two attempts, but the bells responded well to
.Stedman and Cambridge.

To comply with the local police regulations, ringers took turns in
acting as air raid sentries outside the tower. The company was enter-
tained to tea by the St. Peter’s ringers, which was much appreciated
by all. At the business meeting afterwards eleven new members were
elected, a very good start for 1940.
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VETERAN CLENT RINGER S DEATH.

SEVENTY YEARS' CONNECTION WITH THE CHUROH.

The Worcestershire Association has lost one of its oldest members
by the sad death of Mr. William. Boughton, of Clent. He was 84
years of age, and on Friday, December 8th, after leaving work and
going home, went out again about 4.45 p.m. to fetch his old age
pension. Outside his house a van going in the same direction knocked
him down. He sustained a broken shoulder and severe head injuries.
He passed away on the following Monday.

The funeral was attended by many friends, and wreaths were sent
by numerous parishioners, and there was one from the choir and
organist and one from his fellow-ringers.

Mr. Boughton had been a chorister from a boy until last year—a
period of over 70 years. He bad been a ringer about 60 years, his
best peal ringing year being in 1889. On December 26th that year he
rang a peal of Minor in seven methods at Clent, and in the afternoon
the same six ringers walked to Hagley, met T. Lees, of Hagley, and.
W. F. Hartshorne, of Brierley Hill, and rang Holt's Six-Part peal of
Grandsire Triples, both conducted by Mr. William Short. Mr.
Boughton's last peal was rung half-muffled in April, 1920, at the
dedication of the Parish Churchyard.

Throughout the many years Mr. Boughton carried on his duties
both in the choir and belfry he was most regular and punctual in his
attendances. Even in 1938 he was present 103 times in the ringing
chamber and in the 11 months of 1939 had made 75 attendances.

On the Saturday afternoon after the funeral ringers met in Clent
belfry, and with the bells half-muffled rang toucnes of Grandsire
Triples, six 84's all called differently, also a plain course and a bobbed
course of Stedman Triples. At the grave a splendid course of Grand-
sire Triples was rung in. slow time.

Returning to the tower the whole pull and stand ' was rung 84
times and the bells lowered in peal. Visiting ringers came from
Belbroughton, Brierley Hill, Hagley, Stourbridge, Wollaston, Kidder-
minster and six local ringers also took part, ringing being conducted
by Mr. Boughton's old friend, William Short.

Mr. Boughton has left two sons and a daughter in bereavement.
Both sons are ringers, Frank Boughton being in Australia. When
the English tourists were in Melbourne in 1934 Mr. Boughton met
them on several occasions and rang the tenth to the memorable peal
of Grandsire Cinques at St. Paul's Cathedral on Armistice Day, when
the Duke of Gloucester attended the dedication of the Shrine of
Remembrance.

DEATH OF MR. W. T. BILLINGHURST.
FIFTY YEARS WITH TAYLOR'S, OF LOUGHBOROUGH.

Loughborough has lost one of its old ringers and the Midland
Counties Association one of its earliest members by the passing of Mr.
William T. Billinghurst, at the age of 76 years. He was interred at
Loughborough Cemetery.

Deceased, who was a bachelor, was born at Sliiplake, near Reading,
and in his *teens’ journeyed to Loughborough, where he obtained
employment at Taylor's Bell Foundry. He became a"first-class bell-
lianger and carried out work for the firm not only in all parts of the
British Isles, but also on the Continent and in the United States of
America. He was with the firm for more than 50 years.

He joined the M.C.A. in 1883 and for this association he rang 6C
peals—he was a safe ringer and excellent striker. During the last
few years he led a cpiiet, unassuming life, and although he had taken
no active part in ringing for about 10 years, he will nevertheless be
sadly missed, particularly by his contemporaries.

RINGING ON CHRISTMAS EVE.
A DISAPPOINTMENT AT ACCRINGTON.
To the Editor.

Dear Sir,—On Christmas Eve, eight men assembled outside Accring-
ton Parish Church for the purpose of ringing in. Christmas at mid-
night. The sanction of the Chief Constable and church authorities
had been obtained, but the sexton, the key man of the situation,
could not be found, and the tower door was locked. A long ladder
was obtained, but the window in the ringing chamber was securely
fastened In 25 years' ringing | have never seen more disappointed
men. | believe ours was the only church for miles around where the
custom of ringing in the festival at midnight was to be carried on.

CHARLES W. BLAKEY.

THE RINGERS’ HANDBOOK

by E. S. and M. POWELL.
Containing full and complete instruction from the first handling
of a bell to the ringing and conducting of peala of Grandsire,
Stedman, Plain Bob and Kent Treble Bob.
Large selection of Compositions included.
Price:— Complete edition, to 8 bells, cloth, 120pp., 2 19
(6 copies for 15/-), bell edition sewn, paper covers, 64 pp.,
(6 copies for 6/-).
Obtainable only post free from Rev. E. S. POWELL,
Staverton Vicarage, near Daventry.
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KENT TREBLE BOB MAXIMUS.

To the Editor.

in his letter in ‘' The Ringing World * of
of Kent
Martin’s,

Dear Sir,—Mr. Trollope,
December 22nd, acknowledges the fact that the first peal
Treble Bob Maximus was without doubt rung at St.
Birmingham, in 1820.

Mr. Trollope follows on with a list of peals rung by the Cumber-
lands in various methods from 1769 to 1795, viz., Douole Bob Major,
Double Grandsire Caters, Double Grandsire Cinques, Royal Treble Bob
and Treble Bob Maximus. Each peal has the prefix ‘ Cumberland,
evidently a habit of the society at that time.

The St. Martin’'s Youths, Birmingham, during the period 1768 to
1793, rang several peals at St. Martin’'s, including Grandsire Caters,
Grardsire Cinques, Plain Bob Royal, Plain Bob Maximus, Oxford
Treble Bob Royal and Oxford Treble Bob Maximus (1793), followed
closely with Grandsire Maximus, Kent Treble Bob Maximus (1820) and
Kent Treble Bob Cinques in 1832, all recorded in St. Martin’'s Guild
peal books

In the *Clavis’ and Shipway's book there, are variations of Treble
Bob Minor and Major, including Oxford, Kent, London and Cumber-
land Exercise, etc. Is this the ‘ Cumberland ' Mr. Trollope refers to P

ALBERT WALKER.

Birmingham.

BIRTHDAY COMPLIMENT TO VETERAN WESTBURY RINGER

At Westbury, Wilts, on Sunday morning, December 31st, to com-
memorate the 80th birthday of Mr. William Hart, the oldest ringing
member of the tower, a quarter-peal of Grandsire Triples: R. Gale 1,
P. Chapman 2, C. Hughes 3, F. Brown 4, T. B. Holloway (conductor)
5 E. F. White 6, R. Newton 7, R. Clayton 8. Mr. Hart has been a
ringer at the Parish Church for 55 years and in 1921 was chairman
of the Devizes Branch of the Salisbury Diocesan Guild.

DEATH OF A STOCKPORT RINGER.

We regret to announce the death of Mr. John Mottershead, of the
St. George's, Stockport, band, which took place on December 29tli at
the age of 66 years.

At the funeral on January 1st a course of Grandsire Triples was
rung over the grave, and afterwards on the tower bells half-muffled
323 changes of Grandsire Caters and a plain course of Bob Major.
Mr. Mottershead was the last of the original band formed at St.
George's in 1896 before the consecration of the church in February,
1897.
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MIDDLESEX COUNTY ASSOCIATION.

SUCCESSFUL MEETING AT CLAPTON.

Ringers from Essex, Surrey and Middlesex, including West London,
defied all attendant discomforts of fog and black-out and met at St.
Matthew's, Upper Clapton, on Saturday, January 6th, to make an-
other successful war-time ringing meeting of the North and East
District of the above association. Such a meeting is enjoyed by all
and is a pleasure to arrange. Well-known ringers, of the expert class,
ensured a high standard of ringing, which ranged from call cnanges
to two touches of Spliced Surprise Major to cater for all present. The
former was for members of the young local band, who are manfully
striving to keep their bells ringing and holding their practices each
Saturday afternoon.

No service could be held owing to the Light Restriction Order, but
an excellent tea was provided and served by some local ladies.

Before the business meeting, Mr. C. T. Coles, hon. secretary of the
association, referred to the loss by death of two long-standing mem-
bers, namely, Messrs. A. Pye and J. H. Cheesman. Both joined in
1898, were highly respected, had great ringing records, and were of
the type that the Exercise could ill afford to lose. The meeting stood
in silencj for a few moments as a mark of respect to these deceased
gentlemen.

A vote of congratulation was passed to the two Lincolnshire bands
on ringing the spliced peals recorded in our last issue.

The usual formalities of the business meeting were duly carried
through and a few general items were discussed.

The Chairman, Mr. G. W. Fletcher, as hon. secretary of the Central
Council, explained the present position of ringers and ringing in rela-
tion to the Control of Noise Order (No. 2). He pointed out that
ringing is permitted under law and that, except in a few isolated
cases, service and practice ringing and ringing at meetings would not
be affected if co-operation with the local police authorities was sought
and carried out. Two points were stressed, firstly, the Light Restric-
tion Order must be complied with in the tower during the biack-out
period; secondly, a watch must be kept outside the tower during
ringing to stop activities in the event of an air raid warning. The
speaker was of opinion that the control authorities were ready and
willing to assist the Ringing Exercise within the scope of their power.
The meeting closed after the usual votes of thanks had been accorded.

Further ringing took place in the tower, while others enjoyed some
handbell ringing, which consisted of a course of each of Double
Norwich, Double Oxford, London Surprise and Cambridge Surprise,
a short course of Spliced (London, Cambridge and London), and a
touch of Stedman Triples.

John Taylor & Co.

LOUGHBOROUGH.
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A.D. 1670
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of reign of
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MEARS &
STAINBANK,

IBellfounders St
IBell hangers,

32 & 34, WHITECHAPEL ROAD,
LONDON, EL1

Telephone Bishopsgate 8849

SHERBORNE ABBEY RECAST TENOR.
46 cwt. O gr. 5 Ib.

ESTIMATES SUBMITTED

for
Recasting Retuning and Rehanging

HANDBELLS

in sets of any number.

BELL ROPES, MUFFLES &c.
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BELFRY GOSSIP.

The date of the next meeting of ,the Ancient Society of College
Youths is January 16th, not January 9th as published in our last issue.

We congratulate the Misses Richardson on what we believe is the
first peal of Minor rung by ladies in hand. The three sisters are
the daughters of the late Rev. H. S. T. Richardson and nieces of
Mr. E. H. Lewis, the President of the Central Council. Dorothy is
13 years old, Monica 15 and Brenda 17.

On January 8th, 1769, 6,160 changes of Bob Major were rung at St.
Mary's, Twickenham. John Cole, who conducted, was a member of
a family of ringers whose name appears on many peal boards and
also in the peal books of the College Youths. Three of the ringers
were called Redknap, a name which you will see to-day in Twicken-
ham. The board which recorded this peal is not now in the belfry.

Samuel Thurston died on January 9tli, 1841. He had been for
several years the leading man among the Norwich Scholars. His most
notable performance was to call the first peal of London Surprise
Major ever rung.

On January 10th, 1837, the Junior Society of College Youths rang
5,016 changes of Stedman Cinques at St. Saviour's, Southwark, the
first peal in the method on the bells. It was composed and conducted
by John Cox.

On January 11th, 1717, the London Scholars rang at St. Bride's the
first ten-bell peal ever achieved. It was 5,040 changes of Grandsire
Caters, but as the peal board was destroyed in 1796, further particu-
lars are lacking.

Mr. George Popnell tells us that the augmented ring at St. Woolos’
Cathedral, Newport, is a great success. The founders, Messrs. Gillett
and Johnston, have made a good job, and the bells are one of the
handiest rings of twelve in the country. The tower also has a full
service band able to ring the twelve every Sunday. It is hoped to
hold a practice on one Saturday in every month.

A famous heavy bell feat was performed at St. Mary-le-Bow on
January 3rd, 1803, when James Marlton turned in the old tenor to
5,200 changes of Oxford Treble Bob. Marlton had already rung the
bell single-handed to Grandsire Caters, but the first man to do so
was Philip Pilgrim.

On January 4th, 1794, the Birmingham St.
8,000 Grandsire Major at St. John's, Deritend. Grandsire on even
numbers is not now considered proper, but it had a considerable
amount of popularity in Birmingham, and earlier still several peals
were rung in London.

Martin's Youths rang

ALDERMAN J. S. PRITCHJETT.

Many of cur readers will join us in congratulating Alderman J. S.
Pritchett on his 85th birthday, which occurred on Monday last.

Alderman Pritchett was one of the early members of the Oxford
University Society. He joined the Ancient Society of College Youths
in 1873 and is one of the oldest, if not the oldest, living member of
that society. He is still the Master of St. Martin's Guild, Birmingham,
and Recorder of Lincoln.

ACCIDENT TO MR. ALBERT W. COLES.

We regret to learn that Mr. A. W. Coles, late Ringing Master ot
the Middlesex Association, met with an accident last Saturday when
cycling. It is understood that his front wheel skidded on a slippery
road and in falling he broke a thigh. He is now in Oster House
Hospital, St. Albans.

A PUBLIC SCHOOL RINGING SOCIETY.

To the Editor.

Dear Sir,—In the December issue of the £Doningtonian,’” the maga-
zine of Donington Grammar .School, Spalding, occurs the following:—

*The Campanological Society.—We welcome a large number of fresh
talent to our society this term and we hope they will not only take a
keen interest in tune ringing, but that they will also take a still
greater interest in change ringing. The older members, after three
and a half terms of hard work and not a few disappointments, have
achieved their first victory. We congratulate them on bringing several
plain courses of Bob Minor into “ rounds.” We next want a 720 of
this method and then a peal of 5,040 changes.’

All ringers will hope that this ambition is satisfied. In these times,
when new ringers are sure to be hard to find, an organisation such
as this, however limited its scope, is worthy of every encouragement,
and it would be interesting to learn a little more of the origin and
activities of the society, as I do not recall any previous news of its
existence.

E. A. BARNETT.

PEAL DELETED FROM RECORD.

To the Editor.

Dear Sir,—I wish to state that the peal of Minor rung at Bucknall
on Friday, July 14th, 1939, has been deleted from the records of the
North Staffordshire Association, owing to their secession, through their
views on the annual dinners.

ANDREW THOMPSON, Hon. Sec.
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A CHESTER RING.
THE BELLS OF ST. MARY-ON-THE-HILL.
Beginning of Another Phase in their Long History.

The bells of the Church of St. Mary-on-the-Hill, Chester,
have just undergone restoration, and have begun another phase
in their long and interesting history, successfully told in the
following article by Mr. J. W. Clarke, who has also supplied
the sketch of the church.

The Church of 'St. Mary-on-the-Hill, Chester, was probably built
in the 12th century, but little is known of its early history except that
it was in the possession of the rich abbey of St. Werburgh until the
dissolution of 1540. The advowson was then granted to the newly-
created Dean and Chapter, but by 1554 it was in the hands of the
Brereton family. The churchwardens’ accounts, beginning in 1536,
enable much of the later history of this church, architecturally the
best of its type in the city, to be clearly deduced.

THE CHURCH OF ST.

In 1553, Chester was visited by the commissioners appointed by the
Privy Council for the purpose of making an inventory of church
goods. St. Mary’'s list, of which a copy is preserved, includes

*Five great bells in the steeple and an anthem bell and a clock.’
The term *‘anthem bell ' is uncommon. It doubtless refers to the
sanctus bell, which, after the Reformation, was put to other uses.
In some places it became known as the ‘' St. Anthony bell'—the bell
being one of the emblems of the Saint—which was contracted to
‘Tantony,” ‘ Tanton ' and even Anton,” and ‘' anthem ' appears to be
the local contraction at the time.

Of the five great bells little is known. Certainly some of them were
recast and the frame either renewed or repaired in 1597, but the
founder’'s name does not appear. The old timber and iron was sold
and the proceeds put towards the cost of the new work. The anthem
bell—now referred to as the ‘tanton '—was recast by Hutton, of
Congleton, in 1617.

Spent vppon our selues goeing to Congerton with the

Tanton bell and coming whome (home) and being

ThEIE s iiij s. vj d.
There was a flourishing foundry at Congleton in Cheshire at that
time, in the hands of Paul Hutton, who took over the foundry from
George Lee, its' first owner in 1616. Lee had made something of a
reputation locally by recasting Wilmslow tenor in 1602 and Nantwich
in 1608, both of them bells of no little weight. It would appear,
however, that St. Mary’'s wardens were not greatly impressed by
Hutton's work, for, later in the same year, when the tenor was

MARY-ON-THE-HILL.
[From a sketch by Mr. J. W. Clarke.
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reliung in new bearings, Scott, of Wigan, was called in to do the work.
In 1623 it was decided to recast the tenors. Two founders were
consulted, Hutton and William Clibbery (or Clivery), of Holt, a small
town on the Welsh border, a few miles from the city. The wardens
failed to reach an agreement with the former, but seem to have
treated the people well and ‘ bestoed vppon the Congleton Bellfounders
ij s.” as a parting gift. The work was, therefore, done at Holt, and
no doubt the bells would be carried there by barge up the Dee and
returned the same way.
Pd to William Cliufree bellfounder for castinge the

bells all NEeW € . xij li (£12)
Pd at the hovite (Holt) in castinge the towe biggest
great belles s XVj s.

There are many references to this founder to be found in the middle
west. His trade mark is a plain shield bearing his initials separated
by an arrow pointing downwards. Allowing for the variety in spelling
of the times, a possible connection with William Clibury (1605-1642),
of Wellington, Shropshire, is suggested. Clibury used the same trade
mark minus the arrow.

The tenor at St. Mary’'s was again
recast in 1632 by the same founder.
The wardens appear to have them-
selves had the bell taken down, bor-
rowing a windlass from the Cathedral
for the purpose. She returned with
‘a hundred & odd waight of mettall
that was added to the bell more than
the waight was before.’

St. Mary’s Church suffered greatly
during the Civil War. The tower was
badly damaged and the bells smashed
to pieces. In 1657 the wardens set
about a complete restoration of the
tower and bells, money being raised
both by subscription and levy. Geoffrey
Scott, of Wigan, who had that same
year succeeded John at the foundry,
was consulted and agreed to cast the
broken metal into a ring of four.

Payd for carrying of the
broken bell mettle to Wigan,
staying there till the bells
were new cast and bringing
them to the church againe 3 li

To be present at the casting, the
wardens made the journey to Wigan
on horseback, being away four days.
Meanwhile a new roof was put on the
tower, the bell frame repaired, and the
damaged clappers made good in readi-
ness for the bells. Scott and his son
returned with the bells and superin-
tended the hanging, completing the
job by tuning. The following itejji in
the accounts throws an interesting
light on the tuning methods of the
day—a method which, in this country,
changed little until comparatively re-

cent times :(—
Spent on the Bell-
founder & his Sone

in Chester they being
here six days to see
the bells hanged and
to chipp them to
make them tunable ix s. iiij d.

These four bells bore the following inscriptions, together with the

wardens’ initials and founder’s mark on each:—
Treble.—Jesvs be ovr spede.
2nd.—Gloria in Excelsis Deo.
3rd.—Dvlcedine vocis Cantabo tvo Nomine.
4th.—Jvcvnditate soni Sonabo tibi Domine.

The following year the tenor was recast. The reason for this is not
apparent, but the bell was used daily by the sexton and was possibly
cracked by clocking. At any rate, no blame seems to have been
attached to the founder, for he received £12 for carrying cut the work.
The original date appeared on the bell after recasting, and of this
ring of four three are still in use in the present ring of eight.

In 1659 a meeting of parishioners was held to draw up regulations
about the use of the bells. Evidently there were complaints about
ringing even in those days! The meeting decided that the ropes
should be kent locked up except that of the tenor which the sexton
used for ‘ tollinge of a passinge bell ' and for ringing daily at 5 a.m.
and 8 p.m. The wardens were to arrange for ringing on November
5th and other notable occasions. The daily ringing, morning and
evening, was a long established custom at St. Mary’'s, for in 1551 the
following item appears in the accounts (—

It payd to mest (Mr.) Daueport for kyepynge of the
cloke (clock) & the deybell...iiiiininn o dij s viij d.

The Cheshire Rising, a prelude to the Restoration, broke out in

August, 1659. The Governor of Chester Castle, which was overlooked
(Continued on next page.)
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CHURCH BELLS OF LONDON.
ST. GILES’, CRIPPLEGATE.

By J. Armiger Trollope.
(Continued from page 8.)

The first peal in St. Giles’ tower was one of Grand-
sire Caters rung- on Thursday, March 17th, 1726, by the
College Youths, with Benjamin Annable as conductor.
Two men were needed for the tenor, one of whom was
John Cundell, and this was the first time a bell was rung
to a five-thousand double handed.

Six years later, on November 23rd, 1732, the City
Scholars accomplished what was then the longest peal
of Caters (6,012) and they had three men to the tenor.
We know very little of this society, which evidently had
a very short, though active, life. They rang one other
peal, 10,080 changes of Bob Major on the light eight at
Bermondsey.

Three peals only are known to have been scored
on the old ring of ten at St. Giles’, the third being 5,040
changes of Bob Royal by the Eastern Scholars in 1752.
To that the tenor was rung single handed, but George
Meakins, who conducted, had to have assistance at the
ninth, the reason being (sothe peal book says) 1on
account of her going so very hard and the company

being desirous to complete the peal at that time.’

On November 3rd, 1772, tlie College Youths rang the first peal
(5,057 changes of Grandsire Caters) on Pack and Chapman’s new
bells. Very likely it was the opening peal, and the bells had not
‘ settled to their bearings,’ as the phrase was, for two good men were
required for the ninth and three for the tenor. A .month later the
Cumberlands rang 5,111 changes in the same method with only eleven
men.

The College Youths rang the first peal of Treble BobRoyal,
with the tenor double handed; and m 1777 the LondonYouths rang
5,021 Grandsire Caters, conducted by William Jones, the chief author
of the ‘ Clavis,” and John Reeves' extent of Treble Bob Royal in nine
courses, conducted by Christopher Wells.

This was the time of the famous long peal contest between the
College Youths and the Cumberlands, and St. Giles’ was the scene ol
one phase of the struggle. The Cumberlands scored the first peal
(Oxford Ten-in) ever rung on the bells with ten men only, but their
rivals beat it two months later by ringing 6,000 changes in the same
method. The younger Samuel Muggeridge was then at the tenor.

The first peal on the twelve was one of Grandsire Cinques by the
College Youths, rung on February 2nd, 1799. John Povey conducted
and two first-class heavy bell men, Pilgrim and Marlton, were needed
for the tenor.

After that there was a break of 45 years before the next peal. In
1844 the Cumberlands rang 5,016 changes of Stedman Cinques and
followed it up by two peals of Treble Twelve in 1847 and 1848 and
another of Stedman Cinques in 1850.

In the year 1848 the Birmingham men
Stedman Cinques, which they had temporarily

regained the record for
lost to the Norwich

Scholars. They held it for a couple of years, and then the College
Youths, by ringing 7,528 changes at St. Giles’, brought it back to
London. The peal was rung on Monday, January 6th, 1851, and took

five hours and twenty-four minutes. John Cox was the composer and
conductor and in the band were several men who are still remembered
by older ringers, such as William Cooter, William Banister, Matthew
Wood, Robert Haworth and Janies Dwight.

The Cumberlands made a couple of attempts at St. Michael’s, Corn-
hill, to score a longer length, but found the task too great for them.
In the first attempt they failed after having rung just under 6,000
changes; in the second they reached the 7,746th change. Heavy bells
were not hung in those days as they are now.

In ‘The Era’' of January 19th, 1851, there appeared the following
letter :—

Mr. Editor.—In your journal of Saturday last, under the head
of Change Ringing. | there perceived a report of a performance
of a peal on the bells of St. Giles’, Cripplegate, attributed to the
Society of College Youths. | readily admit that such a per-
formance did take place, but deny the existence of any such
societv in London as the one alluded to. The company to which
Mr. F. Steadman belonged has long since been extinct. It is,
therefore, nothing more or less than a fiction for the purpose of
ringing the money out of the pockets of the provincial ringers
wlm visit London at various periods of the year, and are induced
to join them under the idea that it is a regularly organised
national society, as such pay what is termed the entrance money
without ever receiving a copy of rules (for the very obvious reason
that there is no such thing) and return home with a credulousness
craftily palmed upon them by individuals who, upon investigation,
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turn out to be the parochial ringers of St. Saviour’s, Southwark.
I might also mention the names of Bradford and Lambert inserted
in the report is a wilful misstatement, there being no such persons
in any way connected with the science in London. | might also
mention for the information of the ringers of England that there
is but one regular organised society in London, viz.,, the London
Cumberland Change Ringing Society, under the sanction and
patronage of several of the clergy and influential laymen of the
metropolis. GEORGE WOOLF, Bow.

12th Jan., 1851

The editor added a cautious note that ‘ We insert this, but have our
doubts of the London Cumberland being the only regularly organised
society of London.’

Woolf was one of the leading Cumberlands, his letter shows a bitter
partisan spirit, and it, of course, is entirely valueless as proof of any
breach of continuity in the Society of C<?liege Youths.

Its interest for us lies solely in the_evidence it affords of the rela-
tionship between the two leading societies. It was about this time,
when the London Exercise was at its lowest level, that the rules were
formally adopted by the two companies forbidding the members of
one to be members of the other. The exclusive spirit had been common
to all ringing societies from the earliest times, but these rules are
definitely directed against another society by name.

Present-day members are usually inclined to look on these rules as
having been framed to cultivate ‘friendly rivalry,” and they think
that they are a part of the traditions and heritage of the past which
it would be a pity to part with. Actually they are survivals of the
very worst side of the old London companies, and the first one of the
two societies which has the courage to rescind the rule will be doing
something for its own good and for the good of London ringing
generally

In modern times a number of peals have been rung at St. Giles’
by various societies. On November 12th, 1912,7a ‘John’ peal of
Stedman Cinques was rung for the Waterloo Society. The society at
that timi was dead though not buried, and the corpse was dragged
out- to serve the occasion. The second peal of Cambridge Maximus in
London was rung on these bells bv the Middlesex County Association,
on April 5th, 1913, conducted by William Pye.

OLD CHESTER PEAL RESTORED.
(Continued from previous page.)
by St. Mary’'s tower, ordered part of the tower to be pulled down in
case it should be used as a stronghold against the castle. Soldiers
@@aislished a considerable portion, leaving the tower squat and in-
significant, and in this state it remained until 1861, when it was
raised to its present height.

A treble was added to Scott’s ring of four in 1783, but no details of
this are available. Other than the date, the bell has neither inscrip-
tion nor ornament. The possibility of its being cast by Rudliall cannot
be overlooked, but it is unusual to find such a bell having no mark of
identification. It seems evident that the ring was in the minor key,
for Rudhall added a tenor in 1786. Except for the usual repairs and
upkeep of ropes, nothing further was done until late last century.

In 1887 St. Mary’'s was constituted the parish church of the united
parishes of St. Bridget and St. Martin. St. Bridget's Church was
pulled down and two of its four bells (dated 1629) were eventually
used to complete the octave at St. Mary’'s. A restoration scheme was
carried out by Warner in 1895. The fifth was recast, as also were the
two St. Bridget's bells, and the eight hung in a new iron frame. It
is perhaps unfortunate that little attention seems to have been paid
to the tonal qualities of the bells, although the hanging was well done.

In the present restoration, which has been effectively carried out
by Messrs. Taylor, of Loughborough, the tenor has been recast with
a considerable amount of new metal added, and the whole ring tuned
and rehung on ball bearings.

A large congregation witnessed the rededication on Christmas Eve.
The ceremony was performed by the Lord Bishop of the Diocese, the
Rt. Rev. D. H. Crick, and the customary rounds were rung as he
proceeded from the west end to the chancel. His Lordship took his
text from 1. Cor. ix. 16—‘ Woe is me if | preach not the Gospel,’ and
in the course of a delightful address said that he had chosen these
words because they appear in their Latin from ‘Vae mihi si non
evangelisavero,” as the inscription on the famous English bell, ‘' Great
Paul,” which hangs in the south-west tower of“St. Paul's Cathedral.
This great bell had come from the same foundry to which St. Mary’s
bells had been taken for restoration. He felt that of all inanimate
things which played a part in helping to preach the Go'spel, bells were
surely the chief. A recent order from the county authorities for-
bidding the use of church bells had brought him many letters asking
him to protest strongly against it. Fortunatelv that order had almost
immediately been rescinded, hut the incident had shown very clearly
the place that our church bells occupy in the lives of so many people.

After the service touches were rung by members of the Ohpster
Diocesan Guild, and the parishioners had an opportunity of listening
to their bells again after some months of silence. They were the
same bells—and vet not the same. The tuning machine, skilfully
used, had made them more completely a ring, and the recast tenor
possesses that resonance so noticeably absent before. The blocking up
of the louvre openings, too, has had a mellowing effect. In the ringing
chamber the opening and re-glazing of a window long covered has
piven additional light, and the room has been cleaned and decorated.
Thus St. Mary’s bells; on which so many peals have been rung, begin
another phase in their long history.
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PRESENTATION TO MR. JAMES HUNT.

LONG SERVICE TO TAIJNTON DEANERY.

At the annual meeting of the Taunton Deanery Branch of the Bath
and Wells Diocesan Association, a presentation was made to Mr. James
Hunt to mark his retirement from the position of Ringing Master of
the branch, an office he had ably filled for some 21 years. The gift—a
silver inkstand in the shape of a bell—was handed to Mr. Hunt by the
new president of the branch, the Rev. J. W. Storey, Rector of Staple-

rove.
¢ Mr. R W. Hayward (hon. secretary) said the presentation was made
possible through the practical co-operation of the various towers in
the Deanery.

Mr. Storey observed that the gift would always be a reminder to
Mr. Hunt of his work as a ringer.

Expressing his appreciation, Mr. Hunt said he had been 21 years in
their service. He did not pretend that he had been a perfect Ringing
Master, but he had stood
for the cause of change
ringing. No one could ever
say He had ‘jibbed * at
ringing Grandsire Doubles.

He had always tried to
teach youngsters the art of

change ringing, which
started from Grandsire
Doubles. Giving advice

which he himself had en-
deavoured to follow, Mr.
Hunt wurged his fellow-
ringers to ring whatever
the conductor asked them,
to ring it to the best of
their ability, and to be
punctual and regular in
their attendance at the
tower. Remarking that he
had rung in many parts of
the country, Mr. Hunt said
not many towns could
stand where Taunton stood
to-day. ‘1 could pick a
band in Taunton who
would ring with any band
1 have ever come across,
and in some high-class
methods at that,” he de-
clared. £l can assure you
that no town in the South-
West of England will touch
Taunton.'

Mr. Hunt mentioned
that he had been connected
with St. James’, Taunton, sincel919,during which time 37peals had
been rung there bv Deanery men. Ten had conductedpeals onthese
bells, and, curiously, each conductor had called some method he had
never called before. Seventy-three had rung something they had
never rung before. He had been into towers where men perfectly
capable of conducting a touch had never been asked to do so, but
that was not his principle. In conclusion, he thanked them sincerely
for the kindness they had always shown him.

THE NEW RINGING MASTER.

The Rev. W. H. Heaton-Renshaw, of St. Mary’s, Taunton, presided
at the meeting.

The Hon. Secretary stated that since his last report 12 peals had
been rung, 11 of them in the first half of the year. The declaration
of war at the beginning of September put an end to further activities
in that direction. Peals were rung in the following methods : Eight
of Grandsire Doubles, one of Stedman Doubles, one of Plain Bob
Minor, one of Treble Bob Minor, and one of Grandsire Triples. Meet-
ings during the year were held at Pitminster, North Curry and
Staplegrove. He thanked the incumbents for placing towers at their
disposal. Mr. Hayward concluded his report by expressing the hope
that towers would make every effort to maintain activity during tne
difficult conditions at present existing, and to endeavour to obtain
new members.

The balance sheet showed that receipts amounted to £4 17s.,
expenditure t&5 15s. 10d., leaving a balance of £4 Is. 2d.
The report and balance sheet were adopted.—Mr.

thanked for his services, and unanimously re-elected.

Mr. A. J. Wyatt (Wilton) was appointed to succeed Mr. Hunt as
Branch Ringing Master and was appointed branch representative on
the Association Committee.

It was decided to hold quarterly meetings at Creech St. Michael (in
March), Wellington (June), and Fitzhead (September).

The members heard with regret of the illness of Mr. Jim Reed
(Staplegrove), a ringer for more than 50 years, and asked the presi-
dent to convey a message of good wishes to him.

The service at St. Mary’s Church, which preceded the meeting, was
conducted by the Vicar. Touches in various standard methods were
rung on the bells during the afternoon and evening.

MR. JAMES HUNT,

and

Hayward was
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NOTICES.

THE CHARGE FOR NOTICES of Meetings inserted
under this heading is at the rate of 3d. per line (average
8 words) per insertion, with the minimum charge of 1/6.

NOTICES must be received NOT LATER THAN
MONDAY.

‘ The Ringing World ' can be sent direct by post from
the Editorial Office for 4s. per quarter.

LINCOLN DIOCESAN GUILD.—Northern Branch.
— The annual meeting of the Lincoln District will be held
on Saturday, Jan. 13th, at Washingborough. Bells (8,
tenor 14 cwt.) available from 2 to 4.30 p.m., short ser-
vice to follow. Tea at moderate charge.—Kenneth W.
Mayer, Hon. Dis. Sec., 31, Vine Street, Lincoln.

MIDLAND COUNTIES ASSOCIATION.—Hinckley
District.—The district annual meeting will be held at
Sapcote on Saturday, Jan. 13th. Ringing during the
afternoon and evening.—W. A. Wood, Dis. Sec.

LANCASHIRE ASSOCIATION.—Preston Branch.—
The next meeting will be held at Chorley Parish Church
on Saturday, Jan. 13th. Bells available from 2.30. A
good attendance is requested.-—F. Rigby, Hon. Sec., 8,
Carrington Road, Chorley.

BATH AND WELLS DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION.
— Frome and Midsomer Branch. — The annual meeting
will be held at Midsomer Norton (8 be Is) on Saturday,
Jan. 13th. Bells available 2.30. Service 3.45. Tea
and meeting to follow.—E. H. Nash, The Talbot, Mells.

LANCASHIRE ASSOCIATION.—Fylde Branch.—A
meeting will be held at Bispham on Saturday, Jan. 13th.
Bells ready at 3 p.m.; business meeting 5 p.m.—C. S.
Sharpies, Branch Sec.

ESSEX ASSOCIATION. — Northern Division. — A
practice will be held at Sible Hedingham on Saturday,
Jan. 13th, 2.30 p.m. sharp.—Hilda G. Snowden, Hon.
Dig. Sec.

PETERBOROUGH DIOCESAN GUILD.—Daven-
try Branch.—The annual meeting will be held at Daven-

try (8) on Saturday, Jan. 13th. Usual arrangements.
— W. C. Moore, 5, Williams Terrace, Daventry,
Northants.

GLOUCESTER AND BRISTOL DIOCESAN ASSO-
CIATION.—Cheltenham Branch.—The annual meeting

will be held at Cheltenham on Saturday, Jan. 13th.
Parish Church bells (12) available from 2 p.m. till black-
out. Short business meeting at 3.30 in the ringing
chamber.—Walter Yeend, Hon. Branch Sec.
OXFORD DIOCESAN GUILD. — North Bucks

Branch.— Newport Pagnell Deanery.—A meeting will be
held at Emberton on Saturday, Jan. 13th. Service 3.30.
Learners and beginners invited. — Rev. J. F. Amies,
Ravenstone Vicarage, Olney, Bucks.

WINCHESTER AND PORTSMOUTH DIOCESAN
GUILD. — Annual meeting of Southampton District at
St. Mary’s, Southampton, on Saturday, Jan. 13th. Bells
1.30 to 4.30. — G. Pullinger, 17, Stoke Park Road,
Bishop stoke, Hants.

MIDLAND COUNTIES ASSOCIATION. — Derby
District.—The annual general meeting will be held at St.
Andrew’s, Derby, on Saturday, Jan. 13th. Ringing
from 2 p.m. to 4 p.m. only. Business meeting for the
election of officers will be held in the belfry. All ringers
welcome.—Wm. Lancaster, Local Hon. Sec., 83, Albert
Road, Chaddesden.
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BEDFORDSHIRE ASSOCIATION. Biggleswade
District.—The annual meeting will be held at Biggles-
wade on Saturday, Jan. 13th. Bells (8) available at 3
p.m. Tea if possible to arrange. All ringers welcome.
Please come. A good company is requested. — C. J.
Ball, 25, Tempsford Road, Sandy.

LANCASHIRE ASSOCIATION.—Wigan Branch.—
The next meeting will be held on Saturday, Jan. 13th, at
St. James’ Church, Poolstock. Ringing from 2.30 p.m.
—S. Forshaw, 55, Poolstock, Wigan.

BURNHAM-ON-SEA, SOMERSET.—The recast 5th
and 7th bells will be dedicated by the Bishop of Bath
and Wells on Sunday, Jan. 14th, at n am. All the
eight bells are now on ball-bearings. The work has been
carried out by Messrs. Mears and Stainbank.

ANCIENT SOCIETY OF COLLEGE YOUTHS.
The next meeting will be held at headquarters, The
Coffee Pot, on Tuesday, Jan. 16th, at 7 p.m. Practice
at St. Dunstan’s, Stepney, Saturday, Jan. 13th, and at
St. Lawrence Jewry on Saturday, Jan. 20th; both at 3
p.m. — A. B. Peck, Hon. Sec., 1, Eversfield Road,
IReigate.

SOCIETY OF ROYAL CUMBERLAND YOUTHS.
—The annual general meeting will be held at St. Mar-
tin’s-in-the-Fields on January 20th, at 4.30 p.m., in the
Vestry Hall. Bells available from 2.30 p.m. to 4 p.m.
Owing to the present conditions no arrangements can be
made for tea at this meeting.—G. W . Steere, Hon. Sec.,
46, Milton Avenue, Sutton, Surrey.

PETERBOROUGH DIOCESAN GUILD.—Welling-
borough Branch.—The annual meeting will be held (D.V.)
at Irthlingborough on Saturday, January 20th. Service in
church at 4 p.m. Tea, at l/- each, in the Co-operative
Hall. Important : Don’'t forget to let me know you are
coming. — A. Bigley, 30, Allen Road, Irthlingborough,
Wellingborough.

SHROPSHIRE ASSOCIATION. — Annual meeting

Jan. 20th. Business meeting in St. Chad’s belfry at 3
p.m. prompt. Service, St. Aiden’s Chapel, 5.30 p.m.
Tea 6 p.m. St. Chad’s bells (12) available 2.30 p.m. to

3 p.m. and 4 to 5.30 p.m., subject to war restrictions.
Handbells otherwise and after tea. Names for tea to
W. A. Farmer, 14, Swan Hill, Shrewsbury.

GUILDFORD DIOCESAN GUILD.—Guildford Dis-
trict.—The annual district meeting will be held at Guild-
ford on Saturday, Jan. 20th. Holy Trinity bells (8)
available 3 to 4 p.m., St. Nicolas’ (10) 3 to 4.30 p.m. and
during evening. Service at St. Nicolas’ 4.30 p.m. Tea
and business meeting at Ayers’ Hall. Those requiring
tea must notify me not later than Thursday, Jan. 18th.—
W. F. J. Cope, 26, Curling Vale, Onslow Village, Guild-
ford.

MIDLAND COUNTIES ASSOCIATION. — Chester-
field District.—Annual district meeting, Eckington, Jan.
20th. Bells available from 3 p.m. Short service prior
to business meeting. Election of officers for ensuing

year. W.ill all intending to be present please acquaint
Mr. G. C. Graham, 5, Pipworth Lane, Eckington, by
Thursday, 17th, so that all possible arrangements may

be made?— Sam Scattergood. Hon. Dis. Sec.

LANCASHIRE ASSOCIATION.—Furness and Lake
District Branch.— The next practice meeting will be held
at the Church of St. Mary Magdalene, Broughton-in-
Furness, on Saturday, Jan. 20th. Bells (8) available at
2.30 p.m. Reports, to hand.—N. M. Newby, Sec., Fur-
ness and Lake District.
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WARWICKSHIRE GUILD.—The first quarterly
meeting of the year is to be held at Allesley, near
Coventry, on Saturday, Jan. 20th. Bells available from
3 to 8 p.m. Tea will be provided at the Rainbow Inn
at 5 p.m. to all who notify Mr. J. W. Taylor, Paybody
Cottage, Allesley. Business meeting to follow tea. It
is hoped that there will be a good attendance. There is
to be a practice meeting at Chilvers Coton on Saturday,
Jan. 13th, from 7 to 9 p.m. Visitors welcomed.— Mrs.
D. E. Beamish, Gen. Hon. Sec., 21, Gipsy Lane,
Nuneaton.

LANCASHIRE ASSOCIATION.—Liverpool Branch.
—The next meeting will be held at Childwall on Satur-
day, Jan. 20th. Bells (6) available at 2.30 p.m. It is
hoped to arrange for tea at a small charge for all who
send in their names to Mr. G. Sergeant, 7, Tower
Cottages, Childwall, Liverpool 16, not later than Wed-
nesday, Jan. 17th. There will be a business meeting
after tea, 5.30, which will be followed by further ring-
ing.—G. R. Newton, Branch Sec.

OXFORD DIOCESAN GUILD.—Sonning Deanery

Branch. —; Annual meeting at Wokingham, Saturday,
Jan. 20th. Service in St. Paul's Church 3.45 p.m.
Preacher, Rev. A. P. Carr, M.A. Tea in St. Paul's

Parish Room 4.30, charge to be announced at the tea.
Business meeting 5.15. Those requiring tea must notify
by Jan. 15th. Ringing at both churches from 2 p.m. till
service time.—W. J. Paice, Hon. Sec., Merrel, Cali-
fornia, Wokingham.

MIDLAND COUNTIES ASSOCIATION.— Leicester
District.—The annual meeting will be held on Jan. 20th.
St. Margaret’s bells (12) will be available from 2 p.m.
till 545 p.m. Tea, is. 6d., followed by the meeting,
will be at the George Hotel, Clock Tower. Please notify
me by the 18th inst. Please note that it will be moon-
light from about 5 p.m. onwards.—H. W. Perkins, Hon.
Dis. Sec.

LONDON COUNTY ASSOCIATION. — Northern
District.—Annual meeting on Saturday, Jan. 20th, at
St. Lawrence Jewry, City, E.C. Bells available 2.45
p.m. till * black-out.'—James G. A. Prior, Hon. Sec., 2,
Thorncliffe Road, Clapham Park, S.W .2.

PETERBOROUGH DIOCESAN GUILD. North-
ampton Branch.—The annual meeting will be held at the
Church of the Holy Sepulchre on Saturday, Jan. 20th.
Bells ready at 3 o’clock. Usual arrangements. Names
to me, please, by Jan. 17th. — J. Dean, Hon. Sec., 4,
Court Road, Northampton.

PETERBOROUGH DIOCESAN GUILD. — Rutland
Branch.—The annual meeting of the branch will be held
at Uppingham on Saturday, Jan. 20th. Bells (8) avail-
able 3 p.m. Please notify for tea early to S. H. Towell,
Hon. Sec., 27, West Road, Oakham.

SURREY ASSOCIATION. Southern District.

Annual meeting will be held at Reigate on Saturday,
Jan. 20th. Ringing from 3 p.m. to 6 p.m., followed by
tea (is. 3d. each) at 6.15 p.m., and meeting at the

Parish Hall (Ist floor), Lesbourne Road. Please notify me
by Wednesday, the 17th, as to numbers for tea.—A. T.
Shelton, Act. Hon. Sec., The Cottage, Oakway, Reigate.

Tel. Redhill 371.
LEEDS AND DISTRICT SOCIETY. — The next
meeting will be held at Pudsey on Jan. 20th. Bells

available from 3 p.m. until dark. Other arrangements
indefinite. Business meeting, Park Hotel. —aH. Loft-
house, Hon. Sec., 8, Wortley Road, Armley, Leeds 12.
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CHESTER DIOCESAN GUILD.—Crewe Branch. —
The annual meeting' will be held at Christ Church, Crewe
(10 bells) on Saturday, Jan. 20th. Ringing from 2.30
p.m. Service at 4.30 p.m. Tea (by kind invitation of
the Vicar and wardens) will be provided only for those
who send notice to me by Jan. 16th, as catering is diffi-
cult. Business meeting to follow. All ringers wel-
come. — Rich. D. Langford, Hon. Branch Sec., 118,
Ruskin Road, Crewe.

CHESTER DIOCESAN GUILD.—The annual meet-
ing of the Wirral Branch will be held on Saturday, Jan.
20th, at Birkenhead St. Mary’'s (6 bells). Tower open
at 3 o'clock. Service at 5.30. Tea at 6 o'clock. Meet-
ing afterwards. — H. S. Brocklebank, Hon. Sec. and
Treasurer.

WORCESTERSHIRE AND DISTRICTS ASSOCIA-
TION.—Northern Branch. Quarterly meeting at
Wordsley, Saturday, Jan. 20th. Ringing from 3 p.m.
Service 4.15 p.m. Tea, meeting and ringing afterwards.
Plenty of moonlight, so please book date, and advise
me re tea by Wednesday, Jan. 17th. Thank you. —
Bernard C. Ashford, Hon. Sec., g, Bowling Green Road,
Stourbridge.

LONDON COUNTY ASSOCIATION. — Southern
District. — Annual meeting to-morrow week, Jan. 20th.
St. Mary’s, Putney, 2 to 4 p.m. Tea and business in
Church Hall. Ringing at All Saints’, Fulham, after-
wards, if possible.—P. A. Corby, Dis. Master.

WINCHESTER AND PORTSMOUTH DIOCESAN
GUILD.—Portsmouth District.—The annual meeting
will be held at Portsmouth on Saturday, January 20th.
Cathedral bells (8) available 2.30 p.m. and after the
meeting. Service 4.30 p.m. Tea at 5p.m. inthe Y.M.C.A.,
High Street, followed by business meeting. All those
requiring tea MUST notify me by the 18th. All ringers
welcome. —F. W. Rogers, Dis. Sec. pro tem., 52, Samuel
Road, Portsmouth.

MIDLAND COUNTIES ASSOCIATION.—Notting-
ham District.—The annual meeting of the district will be
held on Saturday, January 20th, in St. Mary’s belfry,
Nottingham. Ringing from 2.30 p.m. Business meeting
for election of officers at 5.30 p.m.—E. C. Gobey, Dis.
Sec., Trowel], Notts.

CHESTER DIOCESAN GUILD. — Stockport
Branch.—The annual meeting of the branch will be held
at Norbury on Saturday, January 20th. Bells 3 p.m.
Service 4.30. Tea 5.15. For tea please advise Mr. W.
Fernley, 4, Grove Street, Hazel Grove.—C. K. Lewis,
Hon. Sec.

GUILDFORD DIOCESAN GUILD.—Farnham Dis-
trict.— The district annual meeting at Farnham (8 bells)
on Saturday, Jan. 27th. Service 2.30. Ringing 3 p.m.
and after business until 8 p.m. Tea and business at
Darracott’'s, West Street, 5 p.m. Note time of service !
It is necessary, if tea is required, to notify the hon. secre-
tary by Jan. 24th. Your support is requested by C. W.
Denyer, Hon. Sec., 120, Ash Road, Aldershot.

WINCHESTER AND PORTSMOUTH DIOCESAN
GUILD.—AIlton and Petersfield District.—The annual
meeting will be held at Alton on Saturday, Jan. 27th.
Bells available 2 p.m. Service 4 p.m. Tea in Parish
Room 4.30. Business meeting afterwards. W.ill those
requiring tea please be certain to let me know numbers
by Tuesday, Jan. 23rd.-—C. E. Bassett, Hon. Dis. Sec.,
32, Charles Street, Petersfield.
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GUILDFORD DIOCESAN GUILD.—On account of
clashing with the annual district meeting at Guildford,
the combined practice arranged for Cranleigh on Jan.
20th will be postponed until Jan. 27th.—R. Whittington.

SURREY ASSOCIATION.—North-Western District.
—The annual district meeting will be held at Bedding-
ton on Saturday, Jan. 27th. Full details later.—F. G.
Woodiss, Hon. Dis. Sec., 28, Strathearn Road, Sutton,
Surrey.

OXFORD DIOCESAN GUILD.—Banbury and Dis-
trict Branch.—The next meeting will be held at Adder-
bury on Saturday, Jan. 27th. Bells (8) open from 2.30.
Service 3.30. Tea cannot be provided. Meeting follows
service. Ringing after dark. All welcome.—E. Pear-
son, Branch Hon. Sec.

YORKSHIRE ASSOCIATION.—The annual general
meeting of the association will be held at Hunslet, near
Leeds, on Saturday, Jan. 27th. The recently restored
bells will be available from 2 p.m. A brief service will
take place at 4 p.m., followed by tea in the Parish Room
at 3 p.m. A charge of is. 4d. per head will be made
for tea, and all requiring same MUST notify Mr. C. W.
Beaumont, Hunslet Parish Church, Leeds, not later than
the first post on Thursday, Jan. 25th. The annual
general meeting will be held on the same premises imme-
diately afterwards. As urgent and important business
will be dealt with, it is hoped for a large and representa-
tive attendance. Reports will be available, and subscrip-
tions are now due. Balm Road cars from Leeds (City
Square) pass the church.-~-L. W. G. Morris, Gen. Sec.,
63, Lilycroft Road, Heaton, Bradford.

MIDDLESEX COUNTY ASSOCIATION AND LON-
DON DIOCESAN GUILD.—North and East District.—
Annual meeting will be held at St. Giles’-in-the-Fields
Church on Saturday, Jan. 27th. Bells available at 2.30
p.m. Service at 4.30 p.m. Tea to follow at the Ex-
press Dairy Co., High Street, W .C.2, Branch. It is
essential that | should receive names for tea by first post
on Wednesday, 24th. Handbells will be available.-—T.
J. Lock, Hon. Dis. Sec., 57, Holloways Lane, North
Mimms, Hatfield, Herts.

MIDLAND COUNTIES ASSOCIATION. — General
quarterly meeting, Saturday, January 27th, at Earl Shil-
ton. Bells (8) open from 2.30. Good bus service from
Leicester and Nuneaton. Committee meet 3-30. Tea
4.30, followed by meeting in High Street Schools. Tower
open till 8 p.m. and convivial at Roebuck Inn afterwards
with handbells. Tea, is. per head, can only be served
to those who apply not later than Jan. 23th to Mr. G. A.
Newton, 26, Avenue South, Earl Shilton, Leicester.
Those failing to notify must cater for themselves.
Ernest Morris, Gen. Hon. Sec.

EAST GRINSTEAD AND DISTRICT GUILD. —
Preliminary Notice.—The annual meeting will be held at
East Grinstead on Saturday, Feb. 10th. Tea by kind
invitation. Make a note of the date and come and hear
all about the Guild.—C. A. Bassett, Assist. Sec.

BELL ROPES

MADE FROM ITALIAN HEMP, OR ITALIAN FLAX.
SOFT AND PLIABLE IN HAND. ALL ROPES SENT
CARRIAGE PAID AND ON APPROVAL.

Cheap Quotations. Established 150 years. 'Phone 203.

DAVID MAXONTf ROPE WORKS, GRANTHAM
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The Central Council Publications

TO BE OBTAINED POST FREE.

From the Hon. Librarian.
Mr. W. H, J. HOOTON, Homefield, Bilton Grange, near Rugby.
a. d.
COLLECTION OF PEALS—Section 1. (Odd-Bell Treble
Dominated Methods) .o 9
COLLECTION OF PEALS—Section Il. (Plain Bob and

Double OXfOrd B 0D ). 9
COLLECTION OF PEALS—Section IH. (Double Norwich) ... 9
CORRIGENDA LEAFLET issued free with the above collections
COLLECTION OF PLAIN MAJOR AND CATER METHODS

(Out of Print)
COLLECTION OFTRIPLESMETHODS ..., 1 O
MODEL RULES FOR A LOCAL COMPANY (Out of Print)
REPORT OF CONFERENCE WITH S.P.AB.. 6
CARD OF INSTRUCTIONS IN THE CARE AND USE OF

BELLS e i
ON THE PRESERVATION OF BELLS ......... (Outof Print)
METHOD SHEETS.—Stedman and Grandsire Triples .

Cambridge Surprise Major ...

Double Norwich and Cambridge Court

Bristol Surprise Major ...

HINTS TO INSTRUCTORS AND BEGINNERS
VARIATION ANDTRANSPOSITION
COLELdE_QTI)ON OF DOUBLES AND MINOR METHODS (New
ition

O ONNWNW®

The Jasper Snowdon Series

REVISED PRICES.
*ROPE-SIGHT," Is. 10d.; ninth edition; 150 pages; treats Plain Bob
commencing on three bells.
' GRANDSIRE,* 2s. 10d.second edition; 204 pages, commencing on
five bells, complete with the Thompson Charts, ertc.
*STANDARD METHODS, ninth edition, 2s. 10d.
*STEDMAN, 2s. 10d.—NOW READY. An entirely new book by
J. Armiger Trollope.
Contains full instructions for ringing and conducting the method
on 5 to 11 bells, with touches and peals, and proof and composition.
"TREBLE BOB, Is. 10d.; second edition; with appendix; 100 pages.
*SURPRISE METHODS,* 2s. 10d. A book by the late Rev. C. I). P.
Davies, M.A., F.R.A.S. Contains a tabulated list of peals, 10
diagrams, 126 pages.

All post free, on receipt of postal order, from

Miss Margaret E. SNOWDON, Gartmel, Lancs

PUBLICATIONS.

‘ GRANDSIRE DOUBLES AND TRIPLES, Simply
Explained,” 9th thousand, 6Jd. each, or 5s. 9d. dozen,
post free. By |I. Roe and M. Broome, Orchards,
iWonersh, Surrey.

*BOB MINOR AND MAJOR, Simply Explained, 2nd

thousand. For Beginners on 6 bells. Same price and
address as above,

‘ CAMBRIDGE MINOR AND MAJOR, for those
about to begin more advanced methods. 7Jd. each,

6s. 9d. dozen, post free.
Wonersh, Surrey.

From M. Broome, Orchards,

BELL ROPES 1 FLAGS_  AND

BEST QUALITY LOWEST PBIBES > BUNTINQ

HERBERT J. GRAY, LTD.

(Incorporating JOSHUA G, OLOOU $ CO.)
Rope and Flag Works - EXETER,

ALFRED BOWELL,

Church Bell Yr\rv
Founder - *

DEVON

rj /-vwm

W IC H
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‘THE WORLD'S BEST BELLROPES'

NOTED FOR EASY HANDLINC AND NON-STRETCHING

JOHN PRITCHARD (Ropes) Ltd.

CHURCH BBLL ROPE MANUFACTURERS

LOUGHBOROUGH

BST. 1820
TEL. 2400 —

PRICE LIST OF
THE SOLE MAKERS

Clock and Chiming Ropes
Flexible Ends, Splicing and Repairs

RINGING MATS AND BELL MUFFLERS

Suitable for Presentation or

Wedding Gift
Correctly Modelled BELL INKSTAND 8 & > in Solid Silver

Diameter
Price

Sin.
60/-

2iin 2iin, 3im. 3im. 4in. 4iin.
1B/6 19/6 25/- 30/- 38/6 4716
The Bin. size is also made to hold 50 cigarettes.

5Jin
70/-

Initials and Inscriptions Engraved at Moderate Charges

TE RUSSELL and Optician

Telephone 276 W OKING

Printed for the Proprietor by the Woodbridge Press, Ltd., Guild-
ford, and Published by the Rolls House Publishing Co., Ltd., Breams
Buildings, London, E.C.4.



